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Starters Guide Almere
In this guide you will find all the information you need to know about Almere. We 
would like to welcome you to the youngest city in the Netherlands. Do you want 
to know what you can do in Almere or do you want to know what you have to do 
before you move to Almere? You can find it all here. On the next page you can find 
the topics Almere has to offer.

City of Almere
Almere is a young city with a great deal of ambition. Whether you’re new to the 
Netherlands, an international student, starting out in your career, looking for a new 
home for your expanding family, or interested in developing your business in the 
heart of the Amsterdam Area, Almere is growing with people like you at its heart.
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Almere is comprised of five different city districts, each with 
their own unique character and identity. Choose the cosy 
vibe of Almere Haven, which was the first part of the city to 
be built. Or get close to nature in Almere Buiten. Almere Hout 
offers all the amenities of city living but from an idyllic rural 
perspective, while Almere Stad is the modern, beating heart 
of the city. The newest district is Almere Poort, built alongside 
the IJmeer lake and the Almeerderstrand beach. The city is 
expanding with areas like Duin, Nobelhorst, Oosterwold and 
new developments in the centre. 

5 different districts

The biggest and most central district, Almere Stad includes 
the modern city centre with its diverse shopping offering. 
Head out for dinner at the restaurants and cafés around 
the Grote Markt or the pedestrianised Belfort square. For 
a slice of culture, check out the KAF theater or de nieuwe 
bibliotheek library. Despite the urban character and modern 
architecture, nature is right on hand too, and you can seek 
out water sports adventures on the Gooimeer, IJsselmeer, 
Noorderplassen lake or at the Weerwater lake, right in the 
city centre. The housing offering in Almere Stad varies 
dramatically from high-rise apartments to terraced family 
homes and villas as you move further out, so families can 

Almere Stad

Almere Poort is a young district and is situated closest to 
Amsterdam – development in this western corner of Almere 
only began in 2005. Surrounded by water and forest, 
residents here have a beautiful beach on their doorstep, plus 
a bustling marina and plenty of options for water sports. 
Above all, Almere Poort has fantastic transport connections: 
it has its own train station and lies close to the A6 motorway, 
so Amsterdam and the nearby cities and towns of Het Gooi 
region are easily accessible. If you’re looking for something 
truly exotic, the Duin neighbourhood sits amongst sand 
dunes up to 10 metres high, so living here truly feels like 
being on permanent vacation.

Almere Poort
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The Dutch word Buiten can be literally translated as 
‘outdoors’ and this is the part of Almere where you can really 
feel like you’re outside. The seasons feel more tangible here, 
as the light, the colours and the scents enchant you. The 
character and layout of Almere Buiten has a lot of green, 
every neighbourhood here actually borders a green space. 
And, of course, having the Oostvaardersplassen nature area 
in your back garden means you can always get out into wild 
Dutch countryside – spectacular in rain or shine!

Almere Buiten

Almere Haven feels like a traditional Dutch harbour town, with 
the water on one side but surrounded by green spaces on all 
others. You’ll find a village-like feel around the courtyards 
and low-traffic residential areas, a sparkling atmosphere 
at the beautiful terraces around the harbour, plus there are 
two forests and two small beaches at the Gooimeer lake to 
explore. All in all, it’s a beautiful part of the city to live in.

Almere Haven

Almere Hout has it all: peace, quiet and wide open green 
spaces, but with all the amenities of a major urban centre 
nearby. The area owes its name to the many forests in the 
area and is the most rural district of Almere. Some of the 
spots to live in Almere Hout include the villa park Vogelhorst, 
the village Nobelhorst, or along the Paradijsvogelweg – 
which backs onto farmland.

Almere Hout

Oosterwold is a rural area within the borders of Almere and 
Zeewolde. This zone has always been allocated for the 
development of a residential area. Every initiator can choose 
any place and decide how big the plot will be. They are also 
free to choose the size of the buildings and their function. 
So what the area will look like will be determined by private 
initiative and not by the authorities, who will be taking a large 
step back.

Oosterwold
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Living in Almere means you can choose from a wide selection 
of housing types – a clear advantage over other cities. Rent 
an apartment, buy a spacious family home, or even build your 
own dream home exactly the way you want it. Everything is 
possible. And you needn’t settle on existing opportunities 
because there are several new-build construction projects 
spread throughout the entire city.

Housing

In 40 years time, Almere has become the 7th largest city in 
the Netherlands with over 200,000 inhabitants. In the next 30 
years there is an expected demand for over 400,000 homes 
in the area. Almere has been asked to offer space for another 
60,000 homes. But it is not just homes that are going to be 
built, improvement of infrastructure (rail and road) and the 
creation of more nature, culture and recreation possibilities 
around the Markermeer-IJmeer are also high on the agenda. 

Many internationals are surprised there is so much available 
land just 20 minutes away from Amsterdam. But it stems 
from the Netherlands’ great tradition of reclaiming land from 
the water. Almere – and the entire province of Flevoland – 
was built on an area that was previously submerged under 
the IJsselmeer lake.

A Dutch ambitious city

The Best Western Plus Plaza offers 220 rooms, a restaurant 
and an outdoor pool. As of January 2019, its offering will 
be expanded to include 142 short-stay rooms, including 
kitchenettes (small kitchens). It’s a perfect solution for 
international guests who’ll be staying in Almere temporarily 
and desire more homely facilities than a regular hotel room. 
Other short stay options are in the pipeline.

Short Stay
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Almere has a lot of opportunities for house buyers, but 
you can just as easily rent the perfect home compared 
to Amsterdam. Rental prices here are favourable when 
compared to Amsterdam and other major Dutch cities, and 
you can really choose whatever you need. Find yourself at the 
heart of a beating city in Almere Stad or be close to nature on 
the outskirts of the city. There are many different city districts. 

Check the current availability of rentals on websites like 
Funda. There are also a number of estate agents specialised 
in the expat market. If you’d like to know more about renting 
a home in the Netherlands, visit this website.

Rent a house

Look around the city and you’ll see that Almere has a 
dream home for everyone. Take your pick from a wide 
range of housing types, which are spread throughout the 
five distinctive city districts. Whether you’re looking for a 
starter home, a duplex, terraced house, detached villa or 
an apartment, every property type is available in Almere, so 
you’ll always find a home that suits your individual needs. 
Start your search on Funda or Almerewoont.nl. Learn more 
about buying a house in the Netherlands on IamExpat.

Buy a house

Many people dream of building their own home and Almere 
gives you the freedom to. If you want to build a large villa 
with an outdoor pool, or a simple, cosy house built with the 
environment in mind, anything is possible in Almere. Take 
your pick from plots of varying sizes in your preferred part 
of the city. There is something to suit every homeowner, and 
it is one of the most cost-effective areas for buying your first 
home. Each of Almere’s neighbourhoods offer something 
different. The city has the space to grow and sets aside 
plots for residents – but of course, you are always the chief 
architect of your future home. Do-it-yourself principles mean 
you control the quality, customisation and can feel at home 
in the largest self-built city in the Netherlands. Explore the 
opportunities at ikbouwmijnhuisinAlmere.nl (Dutch only).

Building your own home

Almere has many new-build construction projects taking 
place in inspiring areas around the city. These new-build 
projects generally consist of a variety of housing types, from 
apartment blocks to family homes. The major advantage of 
projects like these is that the designs are modern, and are 
often designed with green initiatives in mind.

Another benefit is that you’ll arrive in your brand new home 
at the same time as your neighbours, so you’ll build new 
friendships as you settle in. You can even group together 
to cover the costs of materials or labour, saving some cash 
in the process. Examples of new-build neighbourhoods in 
Almere are Oosterwold, Zandpoort (Dutch only), DUIN and 
Nobelhorst. Take a look at all new-build projects on Funda.

New construction projects
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Almere’s modern aesthetic sets it apart from other Dutch 
cities and it is home to some exceptionally high-profile 
architecture, showcasing the work of famous architects like 
Rem Koolhaas, SANAA and Claus en Kaan in the city centre. 
Alongside the striking new buildings and outdoor artworks, 
Almere Centrum has more than 400 shops, interesting 
cultural venues and a cinema. A wide variety of cultural 
events and festivals take place throughout the year. In the 
summer there are spectacular outdoor theatre performances 
by multiple theatre groups.

Quality of life

At the heart of the city, located beside a lake and surrounded 
by green space, Almere’s city centre is full of surprises. Its 
innovative architecture sets it apart from other major Dutch 
towns and cities. But there’s much more to discover beyond 
glass and concrete! The centre has been carefully designed 
to inspire and become a unique urban hub, whether you’re 
shopping, socialising, working or dining out. There are more 
than 400 shops to explore, varied cultural offerings, a major 
cinema and a good nightlife scene. Special events take place 
throughout the year – be it Christmas lights and ice skating in 
winter, or a beach vibe in summer.

City centre

Almere boasts numerous distinctive buildings designed 
by leading architects such as Rem Koolhaas, Herman 
Hertzberger and Liesbeth van der Pol. The city occupies third 
place on the list of architectural cities in the Netherlands, 
and takes top slot on the list of contemporary architecture 
in ‘European New Towns’. You can easily spend the day 
admiring Almere’s architectural masterpieces by bike or 
on foot, like the experimental residential areas of Fantasie, 
Realiteit and Eenvoud. The VVV Almere Tourist Info can 
provide architecture routes and you can also book guided 
city walks.

Architecture
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In Almere, you can immerse yourself in rich natural 
surroundings, discovering wildlife, parks, beaches and lakes. 
Admire the unique ‘polder’ landscapes, sail the IJsselmeer 
lake or simply relax in the green open spaces. Almeerderhout 
is Almere’s largest woodland area, which consists of four 
different woodlands, each with a distinctive atmosphere. 

A visit to the Oostvaardersplassen nature reserve gives a 
glimpse of the Netherlands thousands of years ago, as the 
former seabed has developed into a unique environment 
over time. The reserve is particularly popular for hiking, 
cycling and spotting wildlife. Almere is surrounded by three 
large lakes: Gooimeer, Markermeer and IJmeer. You can 
experience the freedom of a full day’s pleasure on the water.

Nature

It’s easy to lead an active lifestyle, as Almere also boasts 
more than 300 indoor and outdoor sports facilities and 
more than a hundred sports clubs. Almere’s residents are 
well-positioned to participate in activities like trail biking, 
inline skating, hiking, water-skiing and rowing – especially 
in the summer months when the 10 various beaches spring 
into activity. Almere is also a paradise for watersports fans. 
Enjoy a leisurely sailing trip past Almere from the Gooimeer 
to the Markermeer lake, starting at Almere Haven with its 
inviting restaurants at the Havenkom. Take in the skyline, and 
the exclusive nature reserves at the Noorderplassen lakes 
and re-enter the Markermeer at the De Blocq van Kuffeler 
pumping station.

Sports

Get to grips with the cultural offerings in Almere. KAF theater 
is a theatre that plays host to large-scale musicals, Dutch 
cabaret and international theatre. The Corrosia cultural 
centre in Almere Haven is also a spot to experience inspiring 
performances and exhibitions. A variety of daring performing 
arts groups also host outdoor performances each year, like 
Vis à Vis (language no problem).

Culture

When it comes to spending the night in Almere, there’s plenty 
of choice. There are a number of high-quality hotels, lakeside 
holiday rentals, campsites, B&Bs and specialist short-stay 
accommodations specifically for expats and business 
guests. Take a look at all the accommodations in Almere.

Stay the night
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Almere City Guide

www.visitalmere.com

There are many reasons to visit Almere: shopping, 
architecture, recreation, nature, day trips, events, festivals 
and much more. Plan your city adventure and discover 
what’s on at www.visitalmere.com.

The Almere City Guide is your ticket to the best destinations, 
attractions and sights that Almere has to offer. It’s filled with 
insider tips on where to go, what to see and how to spend 
your time in Almere. Pick up your free copy from the VVV 
Almere Tourist Info in Almere’s city centre or view the online 
version. 
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Almere’s six train stations provide connections between 
Amsterdam, Utrecht, Groningen, Den Haag and many other 
cities. It allows residents to easily commute to and from 
Amsterdam each day, as the city is just 21 minutes away by 
train. A direct train also runs between Almere and Amsterdam 
Airport Schiphol, with a travel time of less than half an hour. 

More than 20 bus lines transport residents and visitors 
quickly and safely around the city and region. Within the city 
itself, buses operate solely on dedicated bus lanes, which 
are optimised for traffic circulation.

Accessibility

Cycling is also an excellent way to explore Almere. No matter 
if you’re a cycling enthusiast or a commuter getting to and 
from work, you’ll enjoy the efficiency of the city’s spacious 
cycling paths. Head out into nature, access the harbour or 
lakes, or simply follow the central cycle path which runs 
parallel to the train line. Of course, cycling in the Netherlands 
isn’t just for sports and recreation, it’s also a popular way to 
get to work, school or do your shopping. Fantastic cycling 
infrastructure makes this much simpler.

Quality of life / Page 16
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Almere is a city of ambition, with an incredibly strong 
entrepreneurial spirit and large numbers of businesses 
trading regionally, nationally and internationally. There are 
more than 19,500 businesses currently active in the city, 
employing more than 81,500 people, and these numbers 
are growing rapidly. The are 150 international companies.
The majority of companies are involved in sectors such as 
business services, wholesale and retail, and healthcare, 
followed by IT/tech and construction. Ample part-time and 
full-time jobs are available.

Work

We are very happy with our choice 
for Almere, as it is a family centric 
environment with lots of  cultural 
activities and a supportive expat 

community. - Vicky (expat in Almere)

Almere’s economy connects directly to Amsterdam and other 
important regions within the Netherlands. Approximately half 
of the population works within the city boundaries, with the 
rest commuting to Amsterdam, Utrecht, The Hague and other 
cities. Thanks to its central location and exceptional transport 
connections, more than a million jobs are accessible within 
one hour of Almere.

Working in Almere
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19,500
81,500

https://www.hetkaninalmere.nl/interview/vicky/


If you wish to work in the Netherlands, you need a residence 
permit. Which type of permit depends on the type of work 
you are going to carry out: a single permit (GVVA) or a 
separate residence permit and work permit (TWV). For more 
information visit the website of the IND, the immigration and 
naturalisation services.

Working in the Netherlands

Werkplein Almere

Werkplein Almere (Dutch only) is a public employment 
service available to anyone who is looking for a (new) job. 
Werkplein also assists organisations in their staffing needs. 
The municipality of Almere and the Employee Insurance 
Agency (UWV WERKbedrijf), the national public employment 
service, have joined forces in Werkplein Almere. The 
specialists on hand offer advice, information and counselling 
to job seekers.

The employer service team is part of Werkplein Almere and 
is there for local entrepreneurs. The team offers practical 
custom-made support in the recruitment and placement 
of motivated and skilled personnel. The team also advises 
employers on subsidies, compensation for work-place 
alterations and funding for personnel education. 

People who are unemployed and want to work, can turn 
to Werkplein Almere. If they have relevant work experience 
or sufficient schooling, they should usually find a job fairly 
quick. Some people encounter more difficulties in finding a 
job. These people can turn to the municipality for advice and 
support. 

When you temporarily have no or very little income, you may 
qualify for welfare benefits. The municipality counts on you 
to be able to support yourself again soon and will help you 
get there. 

Werkplein Almere
Randstad 20-04
1314 BA Almere
Telephone: (+31) 36 750 75 75

Work / Page 19

30% Tax ruling

The 30% tax reimbursement ruling is a tax advantage for 
highly skilled migrants moving to the Netherlands for a 
specific employment role. When the necessary conditions are 
met, the employer can grant a tax free allowance equivalent 
to 30% of the gross salary subject to Dutch payroll tax.

For questions about the 30% tax ruling please contact the 
Dutch Tax Administration Office: 088-154 2955 or 088-154 
2862.

https://ind.nl/en/work/working_in_the_Netherlands
http://werkpleinalmere.nl
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Almere is an official partner of IN Amsterdam (International 
Newcomers Amsterdam), an organisation dedicated to 
assisting international newcomers with settling into life in the 
region. IN Amsterdam’s one-stop-shop services ensure an 
easy transition for companies and their highly skilled migrant 
employees, along with scientific researchers, entrepreneurs 
and graduates. Along with immigration procedures and 
permits (including the startup visa), registration with the 
municipality, the 30% tax ruling, IN Amsterdam provides a 
wealth of information in English on a variety of topics, hosts 
drop-in helpdesks and holds regular seminars on topics 
such as housing, schools and starting a business.

IN Amsterdam

This website was founded and run by expats. IamExpat is 
an English-language online media platform providing up-to-
date information, job listings, housing services and lifestyle 
tips for internationals in the Netherlands since 2009. Take a 
look at the website and learn everything about working and 
living in the Netherlands as an expat.

IamExpat

Werk.nl is the website of the UWV (Employee Insurance 
Agency), which is managed by the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Employment. On the website, you can find job vacancies 
and information about work permits, and resources for 
finding a job. The information is available in English, German, 
French, Portuguese, Spanish and Russian.

Werk.nl

Search for English-language jobs in the Amsterdam Area 
via Amsterdam Job Search. There are many opportunities 
for non-Dutch speakers looking to work in the Amsterdam 
region, and unemployment in the Netherlands is amongst 
the lowest in the EU, so the odds of finding a job are in your 
favour.

Amsterdam Area Job Search
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Almere is home to two international schools, two universities 
of applied sciences, 17 secondary schools and almost 100 
primary schools. The city has public schools as well as schools 
that provide lessons based on a particular pedagogical 
vision or religious conviction. Examples of the former are the 
Dalton, Montessori or Jena-plan educational systems. There 
are also schools based on Catholic, Reformed, Protestant, 
Ecumenical and Islamic principles, along with schools that 
offer a high standard of special needs education.

Education

International Schools

Almere has two international schools: a primary school 
(IPSA) and a secondary school (ISA).

The International Primary School Almere (IPSA) offers the 
International Primary curriculum and focuses on developing 
its students into internationally minded global citizens. 
Children are taught the concepts of host country, home 
country and global interdependence, in classes of no more 
than 22 students. After-school care and care for children 
aged 2 to 4 is provided via Smallsteps, and extra-curricular 
activities via the Brede School.

The International School Almere (ISA) is a dynamic and 
growing IB World School located in a beautiful building 
on the edge of Cascade Park in Almere Poort. It offers 
quality international education in a safe and sustainable 
environment. The International School Almere inspires 
students to reach their full potential and contribute to a 
better and more peaceful world by striving for academic 
excellence, intercultural awareness and mutual respect. The 
school believes in holistic learning, focusing on developing 
core values such as celebrating diversity, service learning, 
and approaches to learning skills.

Education / Page 22
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In order to accommodate the growth in the number of 
international students in the Amsterdam Area, Almere is 
building the International Campus. IPSA and ISA will move 
into this new building together. It will be built in the new 
neighbourhood Stadstuinen Poort with capacity for 700 
students.

International Campus

The Taalcentrum Almere (Language School Almere) is a 
school for pupils aged 4 to 18 years who do not speak or 
understand the Dutch language. These students can be 
newcomers, such as children who are new to the country, 
or perhaps children born in the Netherlands not raised with 
Dutch skills. The Taalcentrum helps these pupils to reach 
the appropriate level of Dutch so that they can succeed in 
regular education. As soon as they reach the desired level, 
they continue their education at a regular Dutch school.

Taalcentrum Almere

The Flevo Campus was initiated in January 2017. This 
is a scientific hotspot for innovations relating to food and 
urbanisation issues for the future. Almere’s students, 
researchers and businesses are brought together under 
the roof of Flevo Campus to explore and test how food 
provisioning can change and innovate in growing cities. 
The ambition for 2022 is to ensure that the Flevo Campus 
consists of a variety of strong knowledge partners with a 
lot of collaborative efforts with businesses, aimed at open 
innovation.

In addition, a productive collaboration between research, 
courses, entrepreneurship and development will be in place. 
The Flevo Campus excels in terms of urban food provision, 
has appeal to international students, but also functions as 
a hotspot for international knowledge exchange between 
cities and universities. The Floriade Dialogues and other 
events such as the Summerschool, the Think Tank and Flevo 
Campus Live are all concrete examples. All of this comes 
together in a physical location at the Floriade terrain.

Flevo Campus
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OSG De Meergronden offers bilingual education (TTO). The 
program begins in year 1 and lasts until the Dutch exams. 
Choosing this program means the students receive extra 
English lessons and, in the lower forms, you will be taught in 
English half of the time. This means that complete subjects 
as History or Biology are taught in English and others in 
Dutch. This all leads to an IB English certificate or for the 
VMBO learners an Anglia certificate. Next to language 
lessons, students look at national and international issues 
from different perspectives and become true global citizens.

Bilingual secondary education

http://www.taalcentrumalmere.nl
http://en.flevocampus.nl
https://www.meergronden.nl/english


Almere is home to two universities of applied sciences: 
Windesheim Flevoland and Aeres Hogeschool. These 
institutions ensure that Almere has a large number of young, 
highly educated professionals – particularly in applied 
disciplines.

Students

Windesheim Flevoland is one of the Netherlands’ top 
universities of applied sciences, known for its personal 
approach and for working closely with the business 
community and public institutes. More than 5,000 students 
attend the university, following around 25 programme 
options.

Windesheim Flevoland

Aeres Hogeschool is a versatile research institution in 
the green sector, with programmes ranging from primary 
agriculture to engineering and styling and design, intensive 
farming to biodynamic agriculture; city of greenery and 
ornamental plants and more. Aeres provides regular 
education programmes (TVET, bachelor and master), applied 
research and innovation and commercial learning activities 
for individuals and businesses.

Aeres Hogeschool
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Almere has an abundance of affordable space for businesses. 
Whether it’s for offices, European headquarters, data or 
distribution centres, Almere has the space, workforce and 
the talent all within 20 minutes from Amsterdam and 
Amsterdam Schiphol Airport. Prices for plots are attractive 
and regulations are business-friendly, so it’s easy to see why 
150 international companies have set up shop here. 

These include the production facility and the headquarters 
of the Yakult Group in Europe, the European headquarters of 
engine manufacturer Yanmar, and Mitsubishi Turbo Engines. 
These big names from Japan are accompanied by Csmart, 
the global training centre of Carnival Corporation, the world’s 
largest leisure travel company. But Almere still has space 
to grow, providing numerous possibilities for companies to 
expand and build their own warehouse, office or datacentre.

Invest in Almere

Almere has grown quickly and is now home to more than 
200,000 residents. As such, it’s the Netherlands’ seventh-
largest city and the second-largest in the Amsterdam Area. 
But it doesn’t stop there. As the region has a demand for 
an extra 400,000 homes in the next 30 years, Almere will 
grow with another 60,000 new homes by 2030, becoming 
the fifth city in the Netherlands. This growth will be carefully 
planned, with an emphasis on quality, green and sustainable 
initiatives, Next to new homes and facilities, improvements 
will be made in infrastructure, nature, culture and recreation 
possibilities.

We found affordable office space in Almere 
and it gave us access to a great talent pool 

of  developers all just 20 minutes from 
Amsterdam. - Innovactory (international 

company)

7th city of the Netherlands
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Thanks to the central location and connections to major 
Dutch motorways, Almere is the ideal city in which to 
establish your company and grow your business:

• It’s next to the A6 motorway and has connections with 
the A27 and A1;

• Within 26 minutes you’re at Amsterdam Airport Schiphol 
or Lelystad Airport;

• Close to Amsterdam, Utrecht and the towns and cities 
of the Het Gooi region;

• Easily accessible by public transport. Almere has six 
train stations and its bus network operate on separate 
roads, eliminating traffic problems;

• Spacious with lots of parking possibilities and flexibility 
for logistics solutions.

Location

Almere is one of the most affordable locations for establishing 
businesses in the region. This is due to attractively priced 
plots with an abundance of space and its favourable 
investment climate, as well as opportunities to buy or rent 
existing offices and workspaces. More information can be 
found at Bedrijventerreinenalmere.nl (Dutch only) or contact 
amsterdam inbusiness.

Attractively priced plots
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Almere is part of the Amsterdam Area (AA) and is actually its 
second largest city, behind Amsterdam. The Amsterdam Area 
includes two airports, sea ports, the financial centre of the 
Netherlands and Amsterdam Internet Exchange (AMS-IX). 
The AA is one of Europe’s top five economic regions and has 
a total population of approximately 2.5 million inhabitants.
Its priorities are to boost the economy, improve accessibility 
and build new homes. From an economic perspective, the 
AA aims to play a pioneering role in the knowledge and 
circular economy. Sustainability is also a major action point. 
The same applies to landscape elements, with particular 
attention to expanding recreational possibilities and access 
to nature.

Amsterdam Area

Almere is part of amsterdam inbusiness, the official foreign 
investment agency of the Amsterdam Area. Amsterdam 
inbusiness assists foreign companies with establishing and 
expanding their operations in the Amsterdam Area, helping 
them create a convincing business case for setting up offices 
in the area. And it’s free, strictly confidential and without a 
hidden agenda. 

Amsterdam inbusiness

Stichtsekant
Business park Stichtsekant is situated on the eastern 
edge of Almere and offers plenty of space for logistics and 
modern, mixed companies. It’s connected directly to the 
A27 motorway and is only 8 minutes from the A6. That’s why 
Stichtsekant is the ideal spot for modern distribution centres 
that serve both regional and national markets. Amsterdam 
Airport Schiphol, the Port of Amsterdam and the Utrecht 
region are accessible within 30 minutes by road.

Lelystad Airport Businesspark
Lelystad Airport Businesspark (LAB) is a 140-hectare centre 
that is home to bicycle manufacturer Giant, De Munt and 
the Spanish fashion Giant Inditex, which includes brands 
such as Zara, Pull&Bear and Bershka. The site has extensive 
plots with permission to build up to 30 metres high. Inditex 
is currently building an enormous distribution centre – the 
Netherlands’ biggest logistics development.

Logistic Business Parks

You can find general information about starting your own 
business in the Netherlands on www.business.gov.nl or 
amsterdam inbusiness. Check www.fundainbusiness.nl for 
available business properties in Almere.

Practical information
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There are about 12,000 internationals in Almere. ‘International 
Almere’ is an active group of around 1200 members that 
share the same mission “to help internationals to feel at 
home in Almere”. This community is growing steadily and 
events are organised regularly to bring people together and 
make new connections. For example, you can visit the Dutch 
Language Café to learn the Dutch language and meet new 
people. Of all internationals, the Indian community is the 
fastest growing group.

You also have the ABCDE group that offers support and 
contact to families with kids who just moved to Almere in 
a safe and fun environment where children can learn and 
develop the importance of social skills through play while 
moms and dads alike have the chance to socialise and 
exchange thoughts about parenthood.

International Community

Expats in Almere like to share why they live, work, live, study 
or do business in Almere. You can read their stories on this 
site. Enthusiastically they take you on a journey through this 
surprising city. View the stories of Vicky and Shailjla.

Expats in Almere
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Almere is located 30 km east of Amsterdam and can easily 
be reached by car or public transport. Here you can find 
information and tips for getting to and around Almere. 

Accessibility

Almere has an excellent public transport system. More 
than 20 bus lines quickly and safely transport residents and 
visitors to their destinations in and around the city region. 
Within Almere’s city boundaries the buses travel on dedicated 
bus lanes, optimising traffic circulation and ensuring efficient 
connections between bus stops. The principle operator in 
and around Almere is the company Keolis, using the name 
allGo. 

The allGo formula provides a high performance and frequent 
city bus service in Almere. During rush hour in the morning 
and evening, most of the lines have a frequency of between 
six and twelve buses per hour. Outside peak hours there are 
four to eight buses per hour. The bus schedules, routes and 
live travel updates can be found on the website of allGo. 

By bus

Almere is well-connected with direct rail routes to 
Amsterdam, Schiphol Airport, Utrecht, Lelystad and Zwolle. 
The city currently has six railway stations: 
• Almere Poort
• Almere Muziekwijk
• Almere Centrum
• Almere Parkwijk
• Almere Buiten
• Almere Oostvaarders 

Train operator NS is one of the most modern railway 
companies in Europe. There are direct rail connections 
between Almere and Amsterdam, Utrecht, Groningen, The 
Hague and other cities, either by Intercity or by Sprinter. The 
Intercity trains only stop at the Almere Centrum and Almere 
Buiten stations, offering a fast connection to other major 
cities. The Sprinter services stop at all stations. The direct 
train from Schiphol Airport to Almere takes about 30 minutes.

By train
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The public transport chip card (OV-chipkaart) is a payment 
method for public transportation in the Netherlands. The 
smart card is the size of a credit card and contains an 
invisible chip. The public transport chip card can be loaded 
with credit or travel products (allGo trips, train tickets, travel 
passes, etc) and can be used anywhere in the Netherlands 
in trains, metros, buses and trams. There are personal, 
anonymous and disposable public transport chip cards. 

The personal card can be purchased on the official OV-
chipkaart website or from your public transport company 
(e.g. Keolis, NS) – as it must display a photo of you, the card 
is typically printed and sent to your home. The anonymous 
card can be bought at the ticket office and at station vending 
machines – this allows the holder to travel immediately. A 
disposable card can also be purchased at the ticket office 
or station vending machines, but it cannot be re-charged or 
loaded with anything other than the original travel product. 
At the start of your journey, you check in by holding your 

Public transport chip card

public transport chip card up to the chip card symbol at 
the check in/out device. If you do not have a specific travel 
product on your card, a boarding fee (€4.00, for example, 
when travelling by bus) will be deducted from your credit. 
When you disembark, check out by holding your card up to 
the check in/out device once again. The actual travel costs 
(based on the distance travelled) will be deducted from the 
boarding fee and the remaining credit will be reimbursed to 
your card. 

If you have any questions about getting around in Almere, 
the public transport chip card, or require assistance using or 
loading your card, visit the VVV tourist office in Almere’s city 
centre (De Diagonaal 199).

You can plan your route using the 9292 website. Simply 
enter your start location along with your end destination, 
then choose your route. 

Public transport route planner 
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Amsterdam & Region Travel Ticket 

On sale at the VVV tourist office (De Diagonaal 199)

The Amsterdam & Region Travel Ticket is a special ticket 
facilitating public transport in and around the Amsterdam 
region. The ticket is valid on the Connexxion, allGo, GVB 
and EBS buses, Amsterdam’s metro and trams, as well as 
NS trains in the Amsterdam Area. It works similarly to the 
public transport chip card (OV-chipkaart), but is restricted to 
the Amsterdam Area. You can choose a card for one, two or 
three days.w

Conditions apply to the Amsterdam & Region Travel Ticket:

• The tickets are valid on all GVB, Connexxion, allGo, EBS 
tram, bus and metro lines (including night lines) and NS 
trains in the Amsterdam Area.

• Tickets are valid per calendar day. The card will be 
activated immediately when you check in for the first 
time. A day starts at midnight and ends at 04.00 the 
following day.

• You are required to check in and check out every time 
you board or exit any means of transport.

• These tickets are not valid on Syntus or Arriva services 
(with the exception of the Arriva bus lines to the 
Keukenhof from March through May).

The estimated travel time from Amsterdam to Almere is 
approximately 30 minutes. You can use Google Maps to 
plan your route. There are ample parking options available in 
Almere’s city centre. 

By car

Almere has separate cycling paths, which are very safe to 
use and are often the fastest way to go from A to B. Cycling 
enthusiasts are in for a treat along the numerous routes that 
make up Almere’s extensive cycling infrastructure. There are 
also plenty of free manned and unmanned bicycle parking 
spots and a good repair shop is never far away.

Bicycles can be rented at various locations in the city, 
including train stations Almere Centrum and Almere Buiten 
and the VVV tourist office. Pick up a varied selection of 
cycling routes from the VVV tourist office in Almere’s city 
centre (De Diagonaal 199) or simply map out your own 
route by following the signposts of the city-wide cycle node 
network. You just follow the signposts from one numbered 
node to the next. At each node you will find a map showing 
all the numbered intersections of the various radiating routes.

By bike
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If you move within Almere or from another city in the 
Netherlands to Almere, you have to notify the municipality.
You can do this from four weeks before your move, or, at 
the very latest, five days after your move. Notification 
of your move is done online (a DigiD is needed to do so). 
Your move will then be updated in the Personal Records 
Database (Basisregistratie Personen, BRP). You will receive 
a confirmation of this in a letter sent to your new address.

To register your move to or within Almere:
• You must have a valid DigiD.
• Notify the municipality of your move via the online form 

(in Dutch).

Who can submit this notification?
The declaration can be done by:
• Yourself, if you are over 16 years of age.
• A parent, guardian or care provider of children under 16 

years of age.
• Cohabiting spouses / registered partners can make the 

declaration for each other.
• Cohabiting parent(s) and children over 16 years of age 

can make the declaration for each other.
• The legal guardian for a person who is placed under 

guardianship.

Moving to Almere

What do you need?
To register your move to or within Almere you need:
• A valid proof of identity.
• Your rental or purchase contract (or the number on the 

purchase deed [kadastrale nummer]).
• If you are going to live with someone, you need written 

permission* from the primary resident and a (copy) of 
their (legitimate) identification.

• If you are a legal guardian, proof of this authorisation.

* The written permission is processed in the online form.
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If you relocate to Almere from abroad, you need to register as 
a resident here. There are two ways to go about this process. 
• Register in person at Almere city hall, or
• Highly skilled migrants or EU citizens can register via 

IN Amsterdam, of which the city of Almere is a partner.

For the Almere city hall procedure you must register in 
person at city hall.

Registering for the first time 
• Make an appointment and then visit the city hall in 

person at your timeslot.
• You must be in the Netherlands legally.
• You must have a residential address in Almere where 

you can register.

Registering children
• People who are aged 16 years or older can register on 

their own.
• Children under the age of 16 years who want to register 

must be accompanied by a parent, guardian or care 
provider. 

First registration
What do you need to bring?
• A valid proof of identity (such as a passport or ID card).
• An original birth certificate (not a copy).
• If you are married: an original marriage certificate (not 

a copy).
• For children under 16 years of age: a valid proof of 

identity for the accompanying parent, guardian or care 
provider. 

Please note that the certificate(s) generally needs to be 
authenticated (legalised/apostille) first. Learn more about 
authenticating documents. 
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Make an appointment

Depending on your situation, you may also need to show 
other certificates issued in foreign countries. During your 
appointment, you will learn which additional documents 
you need. You will have three months to arrange these 
documents. You will also need to make a new appointment 
when you have the additional certificates. 

Please contact the municipality of Almere to make an 
appointment.

If you will be living in the Netherlands for less than four 
months, you can choose to register in the Registry for Non-
Residents (Register Niet-ingezetenen, RNI).

What you need to know 
• If you will be living in the Netherlands for less than four 

months, then registering is optional. You only need to 
register if you want or need a Citizen Service Number 
(burgerservicenummer, BSN).

• Anyone who wants to register a short stay with 
the municipal authorities must first schedule an 
appointment. Please contact the municipality of Almere 
to make an appointment.

• Anyone who wants to register with the municipal 
authorities must come in person. If you would like to 
register children as well, they will need to accompany 
you. 

What you need
• A valid proof of identity (such as a passport or ID card). 

This is required for everyone who comes to register, 
including children.

• To register a child under 18 years of age: an original 
birth certificate (not a copy). Please note: the certificate 
generally needs to be authenticated (legalised/apostille) 
first. See Netherlandsandyou.nl for more details.

Short Stay registration

IN Amsterdam (formerly Expatcenter Amsterdam) provides 
a one-stop-shop service for international newcomers in 
the Amsterdam Area. Companies and their highly skilled 
migrant employees, scientific researchers, international 
entrepreneurs and international graduates are served. The 
IN Amsterdam procedure includes immigration elements 
such as residence and work permits (including the startup 
visa), registration with the municipality, the 30% tax ruling 
and many other official matters. 

This option may be appealing for international newcomers 
who wish to minimise their administration and take care of 
everything at once. Please note, however, that your company 
or employer must have a recognised sponsor status with the 
IND. 

Additional certificates

IN Amsterdam procedure
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Dutch healthcare is among the best in the world, with people 
having advanced treatment and preventive care during all 
stages of their lives. Hospitals use the latest equipment and 
physicians are continually educated on the basis of the latest 
insights from the scientific community.

All residential areas in Almere have healthcare centres that 
provide comprehensive primary healthcare where multiple 
disciplines are offered: general practitioners (family doctors), 
pharmacies and district nurses. A number of centres also 
offer midwifery, physiotherapy, youth healthcare and social 
work (via district teams). 

In the Netherlands, family doctors and GPs are always your 
first point of contact. Referrals to specialists and hospitals 
take place via your doctor or GP. Registering with a local 
practice or healthcare centre is one of the first things you 
need to do after moving house.

Healthcare

More information
• Prescription medicine is available from a pharmacy 

(apotheek). 
• Almere has one hospital. It’s called the Flevoziekenhuis 

(Dutch only) and is situated in Almere Stad, in the city 
centre. 

• Dentists typically work in their own private dental 
practice or within a healthcare centre. 

More information about Almere’s healthcare centres is 
available in Dutch.
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Health insurance advice
Call zorgverzekeringslijn.nl on 0800-646 4644 (a toll-free 
number) to ask questions about mandatory health insurance, 
healthcare premiums or debts due to your health insurance 
company. Alternatively, visit the bilingual website www.
zorgverzekeringslijn.nl to find the health answers you need 
or to receive directs advice about payment arrears. 

https://www.flevoziekenhuis.nl
https://www.zorggroep-almere.nl/gezondheidscentra/
http://www.zorgverzekeringslijn.nl
http://www.zorgverzekeringslijn.nl
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Almere has more than 300 indoor and outdoor sports facilities 
and over 100 sports clubs. The city’s parks, water bodies 
and its extensive network of cycling and walking trails offer 
numerous possibilities for outdoor sports, such as off-road 
biking, inline skating, hiking and rowing. 

Stay fit, learn new skills and make new friends while 
participating in sport in Almere. Many of the sports clubs 
also offer trial lessons for beginners, so you can see what 
you like before you commit. 

Sports

High-quality facilities
Facilitating athletic achievement obviously requires modern, 
high-quality sports facilities that are geared to today’s 
demands. Almere has a number of facilities that meet the 
highest international standards. These include sports park 
Fanny Blankers-Koen (baseball, softball and more), the 
Almeerderhout golf course, the Almere City FC football 
stadium and the Topsportcentrum Almere in Almere Poort. 
They serve as national training centres and host a range of 
regional, national and international sporting events. 

Events
Large-scale outdoor events that take place in Almere every 
year include the Challenge Almere-Amsterdam triathlon and 
the Almere City Run (Dutch only). 

International Youth Games 
Internationally, Almere cooperates with Aalborg (Denmark), 
Rendsburg (Germany) and Lancaster (UK) to organise the 
annual Youth Games. Every summer, secondary school 
students gather in one of the organising cities to participate 
in a two-week tournament. Almere hosts the Youth Games 
once every four years. The vast majority of the city’s sports 
clubs are involved in organising the event. The Youth Games 
are part of an exchange programme between the cities 
mentioned, plus Milton Keynes (UK), Växjö (Sweden) and 
Haapsalu (Estonia). The programme focuses on sports, 
education, arts and culture.
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Do you have a question you want to ask the municipality of 
Almere? Do you want to apply for a municipal product or 
make an appointment? You can do that quickly and easily 
through our digital service desk ‘Digitaal Loket’ (Dutch 
only) or contact the municipality of Almere to make an 
appointment.

Contact

Digitaal Loket (online)
Many more municipal services are available 
online in our Digitaal Loket (Dutch only) – 
accessible 24 hours a day. 

E-mail
Do you have a question about the 
municipality’s services? Are you having 
trouble finding something on our website? 
Use our contact form (Dutch only). 

Telephone
Get in touch by calling Almere from Monday 
to Thursday, from 08.30 to 17.00, and on 
Friday from 08.30 to 13.00. From within the 
Netherlands, simply use the short, easy-
to-remember phone number 14 036. If you 
are calling from abroad, call +31(0)36 539 
9911.

Directions by train 
Train station Almere Centrum: take the 
Stationsplein exit and walk straight ahead 
through the Stationsstraat until you get to 
Stadhuisplein. The main entrance of city 
hall is on your left. The executive wing, 
the ‘Burgerzaal’ and the city hall wedding 
venue can be accessed through the back 
entrance (Landdroststraat).

Directions by car
Take exit 5: Almere Stad / S103, follow 
the Veluwedreef. After 2 km, turn left at 
the crossing, follow the signs to ‘Centrum’ 
(Cinemadreef); turn left at the third traffic 
light (Landdroststraat, just after the red 
building), turn right after 50 meters (parking 
lot city hall).

Websites
You can find more information about 
Almere on:
www.english.almere.nl (Municipality)
www.thisisalmere.com (Almere in general)
www.visitalmere.com (Tourist information)
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Some municipal products are even cheaper online than 
they are when you apply for them in person in city hall (for 
example, extracts). In our Digitaal Loket you can easily make 
an appointment to visit ‘Burgerzaken en Belastingen’ (Civil 
affairs and Taxes). You can also notify the municipality about 
broken street lights, litter or damaged paving on the street.

Opening hours 
Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri: 08.30-17.00
Thu 08.30-20.00
Sat: Closed
Sun: Closed

Service desk
For a number of municipal products, it 
is necessary to come to the city hall in 
person. Most of the municipality’s service 
desks are located in city hall. 

Main service desk city hall 
Almere’s city hall is centrally located in the city centre. It 
is easy to reach by car, bike, public transport or on foot. 
Naturally, city hall is also accessible to people with reduced 
mobility. 

Address 
Visiting: Stadhuisplein 1
1315 HR Almere
Postal: Postbus 200
1300 AE Almere

https://www.almere.nl/dienstverlening/producten-en-diensten/
https://formulieren.almere.nl/TriplEforms/formulier/nl-NL/evAlmere/scContactformulier.aspx/fIntro
http://www.english.almere.nl
https://www.thisisalmere.com
https://www.visitalmere.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Stadhuisplein+1,+1315+HR+Almere/@52.3717691,5.2192636,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47c616e1841ba75d:0x92a1865dd04e105b!8m2!3d52.3717691!4d5.2214523
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